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GOT A STORY? PHONE OUR NEWS DESK: (041) 504 7324N E WS2 Monday
July 13, 2015

REPORT CONTINUES: FROM P1

STAGE 1

Nelson Mandela Bay load-shedding
schedules from today to July 19

Supplied by the Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality. For Stages 3 & 4, groups and
additional load-shedding information go to h t t p : / / w w w. n e l s o n m a n d e l a b a y. g o v. z a /

STAGE 2

Gordon must pay ex-wife R2m
most day-to-day tasks. Her hands
are disfigured and the bones in
her legs did not heal properly fol-
lowing the assaults, making it dif-
ficult for her to get around.

In a lengthy judgment handed
down last week, in addition to
granting the divorce, magistrate
Onica van Papendorp awarded
Avril R2-million in damages.

This comprised:
ý R400 000 in general damages

suffered as a result of the as-
saults;

ý R400 000 for future medical
expenses;

ý R400 000 to employ a care-
giver;

ý R400 000 in respect of dam-

ages for the impairment to her
dignity ; and

ý R400 000 for psychotherapy.
Van Papendorp, of Queens-

town, was asked to preside over
the case after magistrates in Port
Elizabeth said they were too
familiar with the matter.

Gordon represented himself in
the civil proceedings after firing a
string of Legal Aid attorneys.

He had argued that Avril was
the sole cause of the breakdown
of their marriage. He said she had
numerous affairs during their
relationship and that it was her
who abused him, was aggressive
and abused alcohol.

He could not find any witness-
es willing to testify on his behalf.

Av r i l ’s lawyers, meanwhile,

called plastic surgeon Dr Conrad

Hoekstra, who testified about her

disfigurement and the further

work needed to be done on her

scalp, nose, lips and fingers, which

would cost around R130 000.

Some of the disfigurement,

such as to her ears, could never

be repaired.

Psychologist Estelle de Witt

also testified that Avril suffered

from extreme post-traumatic

stress disorder and needed ex-

tensive counselling.

She said there was a possibility

of dementia present and Av r i l

would need to see a neurosur-

geon at least four times a year.

RALLYING SUPPORT

FULL OF CONFIDENCE: A DA supporter rushes to the stage in awe of leader Mmusi Maimane as he gets a huge
welcome from party supporters in Durban’s Chatsworth yesterday. Maimane has begun a charm offensive during
his weekend visit to the province to kickstart the party’s ‘Vision 2029’. Last year, the DA grew its support to just
over 22% nationally and in KwaZulu-Natal to just under 13%. Speaking during his visit, Maimane called not for
load- shedding but ‘p o w e r- s h e d d i n g ’, and said South Africa was fast approaching a water crisis of disastrous
p ro portions. The country, he said, was the 30th-driest in the world Picture: RAJESH JANTILAL

ANC infighting
under scrutiny

Zuma in East London for crisis meetings
Zine George

P
RESIDENT Jacob Zu-
ma and senior ANC
leaders arrived in East
London yesterday for
a crucial meeting to
solve the never-end-

ing factional fights in branches of
four main regions, including Buf-
falo City and O R Tambo.

The first meeting of the three-
day visit started at the East Lon-
don ICC at about 10am yesterday.

Zuma, ANC secretary-general
Gwede Mantashe, deputy general
secretary Jessie Duarte, treasur-
er-general Zweli Mkhize and na-
tional chairwoman Baleka Mbete
first met the provincial executive.

ANC provincial secretary Oscar
Mabuyane said that in this ses-
sion they were likely to iron out
the ongoing crisis of disgruntled
branch members who bypass re-
gional and provincial structures,
instead reporting their grievan-
ces over membership disputes
directly to the national leaders.

It is understood that Duarte,
who visited the province earlier
to investigate allegations, spent
Saturday at the provincial head-

quarters, Calata House. Security
was tight yesterday, with none of
those at the meeting allowed to
use their phones during the ses-
sion.

VIP protection personnel also
manned the access gate, barring
the media and members of the
public from entering.

The top five national leaders al-
so summoned leaders of regions
where disputes over member-
ship rigging were reported to a
separate one-on-one session
from 4pm.

The troubled regions included
Buffalo City, O R Tambo, Joe Gqa-
bi and Alfred Nzo, as well as the
Chris Hani regional task team.

At the heart of the crisis in the
party are the findings of Duarte’s
investigations into “gatekeeping”
to eliminate opposition for elec-
tive conferences.

This means that ANC branch
members known to support a ri-
val faction are disqualified from
taking part in branch general
meetings.

This saw the party’s member-
ship dwindle towards the 2012
Mangaung conference, dropping
by more than 35 000 in the East-

ern Cape. The numbers contin-
ued to drop in areas like Nelson
Mandela Bay, resulting in Zuma
and his top five leaders disband-
ing that region.

Another form of membership
rigging allegedly entails bank tell-
ers doctoring information to fa-
vour one ANC faction over others.

The doctored bank forms were
also submitted to Duarte as evi-
dence in several cases of dis-
putes registered in Buffalo City.

Buffalo City regional secretary
Phumlani Mkolo has been on spe-
cial leave for more than six weeks
following claims of vote-rigging.

However, no charges have
been laid against him.

Insiders claim the Duarte report
implicates several regional lead-
ers and a few provincial execu-
tive members. “The Duarte report
is singling out individuals for
working with some regional lead-
ers to protect certain factions,” a
senior ANC leader said.

“We can’t rule out drastic ac-
tion like in Nelson Mandela [Bay].
If need be, some regions will be
disbanded.”

Zuma’s team is likely to remain
in the province until tomorrow.

Siviwe Feketha

EXPELLED National Union of Metal-
workers of SA (Numsa) members
pleaded yesterday with Cosatu dele-
gates to return the union to the fed-
eration, on the eve of the special
congress which starts today.

Numsa deputy general secretary
Karl Cloete slated Cosatu’s congress
agenda, which included neither elec-
tions nor discussion on the expul-
sions of Numsa and former Cosatu
general secretary Zwelinzima Vavi.

“We request that every delegate in
this congress boldly demand that
Numsa be returned and comrade
Zweli [Vavi] reinstated in his position.

“Anything short of this will see the
end of Cosatu. The wolves in the guise
of Sdumo Dlamini and his friends
want to lead Cosatu to the slaughter-
house, in the working-class killing
fields of the right-wing leaders of the
ANC and SACP,” Cloete said.

Cosatu’s congress was called for by
nine of its affiliates, including Numsa,
as part of allowing workers to decide
on direction given the two-year-long
factional battles that have paralysed
the federation.

The defiant unions have since boy-
cotted Cosatu’s central committee
meetings as they accuse president
Dlamini of destroying the federation.

The congress promises to be dis-
ruptive, with Cosatu vowing to eject
anyone who does not follow the rules
and agenda. Numsa president Andrew
Chirwa said the unions had a joint
plan to ensure the congress resulted
in the return of Vavi and Numsa.

F i r ewo r k s
likely as

Cosatu meets

SANDF courts not functioning
Graeme Hosken

MILLIONS of rands in taxpayer
money is being squandered as
the military’s courts stand idle,
because the defence force chief
has failed to sign and ratify jud-
ges’ appointment certificates.

None of the military courts has
functioned since April, leaving
hundreds of soldiers accused of
various crimes in limbo.

SA National Defence Force
(SANDF) spokesman
Brigadier-General Xolani Maba-
nga confirmed that none of the
judges’ appointments had been
ratified, but could not say when
this would happen or why it had
not been done.

According to the SA National
Defence Union, the SANDF’s 20
judges on average preside over

1 200 military trials annually,
which include criminal and dis-
ciplinary matters.

These trials vary from minor
offences, like being absent with-
out leave, to crimes including
rape, assault, murder and fraud.

The judges’ salaries equate to
R3.1-million of taxpayer money
over the three months they have
not worked.

This does not take into ac-
count the salaries paid to the mil-
itar y’s prosecutors, defence per-
sonnel, court clerks and tran-
scribers.

The failure to ensure the jud-
ges’ appointments were signed
follows a scathing United Nations
report last month which exposed
South Africa’s peacekeepers as
the world’s worst in terms of sex-
ual deviants.

Among the report’s damning
findings was the failure of follow-
ups on cases by troop-contribut-
ing countries once the peace-
keepers had been repatriated
home to stand trial.

SANDU secretary-general Pik-
kie Greeff said justice had been
crippled.

“Soldiers’ lives are in limbo be-
cause the minister and the com-
mander of the SANDF have failed
to do what they should have
done months ago.”

Among those awaiting trial is
an air force captain who has been
on suspension for nearly three
years.

In Cape Town, an army store
clerk is unable to go on retire-
ment, which he was set to have
begun this month, because the
military will not allow him to
leave until his trial is concluded.

R200 000 in illegal
perlemoen seized
ABOUT R200 000 worth of frozen
perlemoen was confiscated and one
person arrested during a raid on a
Kamma Park house yesterday.

This follows a R3-million perlemoen
haul in a raid on two gang hideouts in
Gelvandale.

Tactical task force commander
Tom Swartz said a man, 40, was
arrested during the joint operation
between police and the Department
of Sea Fisheries at 1pm yesterday.

“Three freezers containing about
180kg of perlemoen were found.”

The man is due to appear in court
today. – Gareth Wilson

New police disciplinary tribunal
Matthew Savides

SOUTH Africa’s under-fire police
force is grappling with so many cri-
minals in its own ranks that a spe-
cialised unit will be launched soon
to deal with them exclusively.

The SAPS admitted yesterday
that more than 1 440 officers had
been fired in the past three years
for a range of offences, 270 others
were on suspension pending the
outcome of investigations, with
85 of them still being paid.

This rare glimpse into criminal-
ity in the force’s ranks comes just
days before Limpopo warrant of-

ficer Mathaka Magugumela is set

to appear in the Sekgosese Re-

gional Court on Thursday.

He and 19 others are charged

with assisting cigarette smugglers.

Replying to questions by the

DA in July last year, the police min-

istry said 1 448 members had cri-

minal convictions for 3 204 offen-

ces, including assault (917 cases),

theft (827) and corruption (516).

National spokesman Brigadier

Vishnu Naidoo said the SAPS

would soon launch a new natio-

nal disciplinary tribunal, to deal

with all forms of misconduct.

WHAT IS ON AND WHERE

24 HR ACCESS
24 HR ATLAS SECURITY

AT THE AIRPORT

041 581 0904
www.storeitallpe.com

SECURE
STORAGE

METROPOLE
ROOFING
SUPPLIES 

Stockists of ALL Fibre Cement, 
Roofing Sheets, Handiplank, 

Tongue and Groove Board and 
Building Columns.

Gerald / Marcelles
(041) 486-3415

Need a 
GOOD 

DIVORCE
ATTORNEY?

Phone 
DE VILLIERS INC.
ON (041) 399 3100  

165 Cape Road
First Consultation Free!

M.O.D
WINTER SALE 

NOW ON

50% off
Phone 

(041) 368-3742
Shop 3, 

Walmer Park

TEAMBUILDING 
at it’s best

NEW...High Ropes
and Ziplines...

PINE LODGE
RESORT

(041) 583-4004
www.pinelodge.co.za

“go on get your 
team together”

THE ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 
OF PORT ELIZABETH 

MENTAL HEALTH 
Will be held on 

Tuesday 28 July 2015 
At 15h00

At ACVV ALGOA PARK
112 DYKE ROAD 

ALGOA PARK
Port Elizabeth, 6001

LIFESTYLE
 MAINTENANCE

Let us fix your home once and for all!

No task is too small

Stanley: 071 511 7466


