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Get legal wise
before nuptials

New beginnings need official endings

BREAKING THE ICING: Make sure your divorce papers are in order
before you remarry

LUNCH DAT E

Inspired to change communities and mindsets

POSITIVE
VIEW: Neil
Campher
shared a meal
at Bluewaters
Café

P i c t u re :
ALVENÉ DU

PLESSIS

Making a difference and getting others to follow suit, his aimAlvené du Plessis
duplessisa@timesmedia.co.za

C
OMMUNITY developer and
social innovator in Port Eliz-
abeth’s northern areas, Neil
Campher, shared a meal with
La Femme at Bluewaters
Café, with its wonderful view

of the ocean and Shark Rock Pier.
Campher, who lives in Seaview, is the

former executive director of Ukuvula
Investment Holdings and is now co-own-
er of CS Innovation, a social innovation
management consulting company he
recently started with Henry Sebata.

As co-founder of the Northern Areas
People Development Initiative (Napdi)
and consultant to various development
projects such as the Safety and Peace
through Urban Upgrading (SPUU) pro-
gramme in Helenvale, Campher not only
believes in making a difference in the
community, but changing mindsets while
he is at it.

“Once we get people to start owning
their communities and the change they

want to see, positive change is
inevitable,” he said, while enjoying a meal
of lamb shank with spinach and pump-
kin.

I picked Bluewaters Café because they
serve good food and the view is great.

I’ll know I’ve made it when . . . my son,
Lindsay, tells me I’m the best dad and
takes pride in telling others at school
what I do, and when my daughter waves
her “magic wand” and turns me from a
“fwoog [“f ro g ”] to a dad.”

I love development work because . . .
Quoting Ghandi, “We must become the
change we seek in the world.” It’s a uni-
versal call for us all to become involved
in the service of others in order to make a
difference through applying all our tal-
ents and abilities.

The people who taught me the most are
. . . my late father Harold Campher and
my mother Carol. My dad’s life was a tes-
tament to the above and I learnt a lot from
seeing him live those values. My mom

because of her bravery, humour and
inner strength in the face of so many chal-
lenges life has visited upon her.

I have a soft spot for . . . youth and skills
development and young children’s devel-
opment, in particular.

I should have studied . . . sociology or
psychology or been a social worker, but I
am glad my life brought me full-circle to
this point where all my experiences mat-
ter in the work I do and so does what I do
matter in my life.

I’d love to party with . . . Earth Wind and
Fire – the greatest musical group ever!
And Michael Jackson of course.

I’m listening to . . . Michael Jackson’s
Love Never Felt So Good, Cassper
Nyovest’s Doc Shebeleza and anything by
Zonke!

When I was 16, I wish I knew . . . how
NOT to breakdance. The ’80s spoilt me
and now whenever I hear a cool hip-hop
beat, I believe I can still do a “w u rm p i e ”
or “scissors” and generally getting down.

However, it’s the getting up that’s the
problem and the morning after effects
that are regrettable.

Nothing makes me happier than . . . see-
ing my children Lindsay-O’Neill and
Angelique grow, and to be part of their
routine – all the fights, taunts, daily wise-
crack comments, laughter and funny
quips, as well as the “sowee dad” and “I
love you dad” when they are in trouble.

My favourite item of clothing is . . . right
now, my pajamas.

I absolutely hate . . . noise.
I am saving to buy . . . Euro Disney

round trip for my family!
I share my life with . . . . my wife Prilene,

the strongest most caring woman I know.
I can’t go a day without . . . Facebook.
My favourite places in the metro are . . .

our home balcony watching seagulls dive
into the water and seeing whales and dol-
phins swim past; News Café at the Board-
walk, where I sit and read the paper, and
the Donkin Reserve for a great view.

JOANNE
ANTHONY

LUCKY LADY: Francarlo Designer Goldsmith founder Francarlo Micilotta
presented La Femme reader Heidi Albrish of Cotswold with her Women’s
Month prize of a sterling silver Thomas Sabo pendant and chain valued at
R5 520 Picture: JUDY DE VEGA

Jacqueline Wepener married Donavon Shane Shehab at La Colline in April Picture: CARLA VAN DYK

Carla Marais married Wayne Patterson at The Willows in May
Picture: CREATIONS PHOTOGRAPHY

Send us your favourite wedding pics
THE Herald invites you to send
in your favourite wedding pho-
tograph for possible publication
on this page.

2014 newlyweds may send a
photograph to fembride@timesme -
dia.co.za with “The Herald Bride
and Groom 2014” in the subject
field.

Include the bride and groom’s
first and second names (inclu-
ding the bride’s maiden name),
address, contact phone num-
bers, date and place of wedding and
name of photographer.

Family details are optional but if you
have a special memory of your engage-
ment or wedding, please share this also.
The Herald will carry a selection of pho-
tographs when space permits in La
Femme every Wednesday, but all qual-

ifying photographs will be post-
ed to The Herald website at
w w w. h e ra l d l i v e . c o . z a .

A selection are also posted to
the La Femme Herald Facebook
page and La Femme Pinterest
boards. Send only one photo
showing the bride and groom’s
faces clearly, preferably in
colour, which may be in print or
digital format. Prints are not re-
turned. Please do not send files
larger than 1MB. Entrants must
marry between January 1 and

December 31 this year, and live in The
Herald circulation area.

ý Further information: The Herald
marketing coordinator Berna Ulay,
(041) 504-7135, e-mail: pe-market-
ing@timesmedia.co.za

Nicole Leslie married Daniel Moodley at
Mother of Perpetual Help Catholic Church in
May Picture: SIVA MOOTHO

FRANCARLO PRIZE

Sinesipho Mbandazayo
M ba n d a z ayo S @ t i m e s m e d i a . c o . z a

ALTHOUGH South Africans may no
longer have the legal headache of
needing a marriage licence, or to
publish “banns”, South Africa has its
own Marriage Act, which applies to
all civil marriages, and it is important
for couples to be aware of the pos-
sible legal issues.

According to Port Elizabeth attor-
ney Joanne Anthony, of Anthony In-
corporated, an ante-nuptial con-
tract, which lasts until you die or di-
vorce, is “critical”.

“The biggest mistake is
getting married without
an ante-nuptial contract.
This means you are auto-
matically married in com-
munity of property,” she
said.

In South African Law, a
marriage will automati-
cally be in community of
property if you do not sign
an ante-nuptial contract,
also known as a pre-nup-
tial or “p re - n u p ” b e f o re
the marriage ceremony.
This means that from the
date of your marriage, you will share
all your property and all your debts –
past, present and future – in one joint
estate.

This has its advantages and disad-
vantages. The advantage is that it is
in the spirit of marriage and partner-
ship that everything is shared, and it
creates legal and financial equality
of both parties.

On the other hand there are seri-
ous disadvantages to being married
in community of property, as not only
will you share each other’s assets,
but you will also share each other’s
liabilities.

So if either spouse faces financial
difficulties, all the combined assets
are at risk from your creditors. Be-
cause you will also be sharing all the
debts of the past, present and future
you are also liable for the debts of the
other spouse prior to the marriage,
as well as the debts during the mar-
riage.

If one of you goes insolvent, the

joint estate may be sequestrated.
Anthony reminded brides that the

word “ante” comes from the Latin
word meaning “b e f o re ”, so this is a
“b e f o re ” marriage contract not an
“anti” or against marriage contract.
The three marriage options in South
Africa are:

ý In community of property –
what’s mine is yours, what’s yours is
mine;

ý Out of community of property
with accrual – what we collect during
the marriage is ours;

ý Out of community of property
without accrual – what’s mine is mine

and what’s yours is
yours.

In addition, before they
get married, any couple
has to:

ý Ensure they are
legally allowed to marry;

ý Understand the le-
gal consequences of a
marriage, particularly
that marriages in South
Africa are automatically
in community of proper-
ty, unless a valid
ante-nuptial contract has
been entered into before

the marriage;
ý Ensure that your marriage will

comply with all the legal require-
ments for a valid marriage.

If you’re thinking of doing some-
thing spontaneous, remember that a
marriage may be performed only by
a marriage officer. All magistrates
and justices of the peace are auto-
matically marriage officers. The
minister of home affairs (or an offi-
cial authorised to act on behalf of the
minister) can appoint other civil ser-
vice employees as marriage offi-
cers. In practice, many employees in
local offices of the Department of
Home Affairs are appointed as mar-
riage officers.

The minister of home affairs can
also appoint ministers of religion or
religious leaders as marriage
of ficers.

ý For more information see
w w w. a n t h o n y i n c . c o . z a or consult an
a t t o r n e y.

PORT Elizabeth attorney Joanne An-
thony has advised that if you are
planning on taking that walk down
the aisle a second time – make sure
you have your official divorce pa-
pers.

Even though many second-time
around weddings often are smaller
affairs than first, there are still legal
requirements for a valid marriage.

According to Anthony one of the
most common mistakes people can
make when getting married again is

not finalising their divorce. “You are
not allowed in law to be married to
more than one person,” she said. Do-
ing so “makes the second marriage
invalid”, or bigamous.

“Previously married partners need
to check their status and have their
divorce papers available and con-
firm that they are in fact divorced.

“Some people are ignorant and do
not even get divorced and just marry
someone else!”

Sparking children’s potential through storytelling and reading
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